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TJ Rumfield: what to expect offensively in 2027
Question: what should a team expect from Rumfield's bat in 2027, and how much of a .373 wOBA season carries over?

RECOMMENDATION

Plan on an average-to-slightly-above bat: about a .340 wOBA and 104 wRC+ at Coors Field (2026: .373 and 126). That is roughly the
2026 average first baseman. Keep him in the everyday lineup, including against left-handers (no platoon evidence). Treat bat speed
and damage on contact, not contact rate, as the development priority. This is an offense-only view: it says nothing about defense,
baserunning or contract value.

FORECAST (median and predictive intervals, 550-PA scenario; 450 and 650 PA use the same skills)

Median 50% interval 80% interval 95% interval 2026

AVG .271 .254 - .288 .239 - .304 .223 - .322 .300

OBP .360 .340 - .379 .322 - .396 .304 - .416 .390

SLG .404 .371 - .438 .343 - .469 .313 - .505 .453

wOBA .340 .321 - .359 .303 - .377 .285 - .398 .373

wRC+ (park-adj.) 104 90 - 117 79 - 129 66 - 144 126

Home runs 11 8 - 14 5 - 17 3 - 22 16

K% 14.0% 12.2% - 15.8% 10.7% - 17.5% 8.9% - 19.5% 13.6%

BB% 10.7% 9.3% - 12.4% 8.2% - 13.6% 6.7% - 15.3% 11.4%

median .340

2026 .373xwOBA .333

wOBA at Coors, 550 PA (50/80/95% shaded)

Chance of wRC+ 100 or better: 58%; 120 or better: 21%; matching his 2026 wOBA: 13%. Underlying-talent-only 80% range for wOBA: .315 - .364.

KEY EVIDENCE

- Elite contact skills, bottom-tier contact quality. K% 13.6% (90th percentile for avoiding Ks), in-zone contact 94th percentile; but
exit velocity 84.3 mph (3rd percentile), hard-hit rate 6th, bat speed 8th, sprint speed 3rd.

- Repeatable skills set a floor under OBP, not SLG. Year-to-year r: K% 0.83, BB% 0.71, ISO 0.58, wOBA 0.46. Even a
10th-percentile outcome carries a .322 OBP.

- The 40-point wOBA-over-xwOBA gap is partly park, partly his, and only partly repeatable. About 36% is Coors' league-wide
effect on batted balls; history says roughly 0.27 of the remainder carries over (r = 0.26 year to year).

- No platoon case. wOBA 0.347 vs LHP (197 PA), 0.385 vs RHP: the same +38-point split as the average lefty hitter; splits do not
repeat (r = 0.00).

MODEL VALIDATION

Component empirical-Bayes model (strikeouts, walks, singles, doubles, triples, home runs, etc., park-neutral) plus a Statcast ridge
correction (contact quality and the actual-minus-expected gap), selected by a rule fixed in advance. Walk-forward backtest, 1,721
out-of-sample player-seasons: typical next-season wOBA miss (RMSE, in points) of 31.7 for 2019-24 and 29.2 for the final 2025-26
test, vs 32.9/30.4 for a Marcel-style baseline and 38.2/34.8 for league average. Holdout 50/80/95% wOBA intervals covered 53/84/96%.
Gradient boosting and nearest-neighbor comparables did not beat the simpler model. No comparison with public systems was possible.

RISKS AND UNCERTAINTY

One MLB season; rare contact profile (in testing the model over-forecast hitters with a gap of +4 or more by 8 points on average, so
.340 may be slightly generous). Specification matters: EB-only gives .364, all Statcast groups .327. Assumes the 2026 run environment
and 2024-26 Coors park index; wRC+ is my own calculation. Playing time and performance are correlated in real seasons (650+ PA
hitters beat forecast, sub-350 PA trailed it).

SUGGESTED FOLLOW-UP

Does the actual-minus-expected gap persist longer for slow-bat, elite-contact hitters than the general 0.27 persistence? Test with
2023-26 bat-tracking data (swing speed, attack angle) added to the expected-stats model.

METHODOLOGY AND SOURCES
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